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GOLD MINERS' ADVENTURES.

HARD TIMES IN 9.

SOME OF THE EXPERIENCES AND PRI-
VATIONS IN EARLY CALIFOR-
NIA DAYS.

PUT OF THE WORLD OF CIVILIZATION—-A HILL

OF FARE WITH HIGH PRICES-LOOKS AND

HOW A “IFARM-

APRECIATED,

PAPERSE AT A PRREMIUM

ER's WAS

ALMANAL

The discovery of gold in large quantities in
Alaska and the reports of large finds have stimu-
lated travel in that direction, and cexeltement
similar to that which prevalled in the United
States when gold was discovercd in California,
and in Bogland when the first reports came from
the African gold ficlds, prevails in the far West.
Mining and exploring expeditions have already
started and others are being organized. New-
York, Philadelphia and Chicago papers contain
advertisements of “prospecting parties” which
any person may join by paying an initiation fee
of £500, and adventurers are working their way
toward the Paclfic Coast with a view to being
near the mines, If they cannot be in them.

There are many original "Forty-niners” In va-
rlous parts of the United States, and many
cities have organizations where the original
gold-hunters meet every year to tell the stories
and relate the adventures which made “the
days of ‘49" the most fmportant in their
careers.  The experiences of these men  are
lstened to with renewed Interest at this time.
Many of the white-headed gold-hunters of the
days of '40 believe that the risks which
men take in going to the new gold flelds are
as nothing compared with what they did “"way
back in '40."

“No matter how hard they will have to work,”
gald one old man, “the men who go to Alaska
will never have to put up with what we had to
¢ the days when gold was firs! found in Call-
tornia. There are railroads and the telegraphnow,
and Improvements of all kinds that bring people
near to civilization, no matter how far away
they may be, but in those days we got on a ahip
and went by way of Aspinwall and Papama, with
the chances four out of ten that we should die
of the fever; or we went overland in a ‘prairie
schooner,” with the chances about the same that
we should be killed by the Indians or robhed by
desperadoes. Once on the spot, we were cut off
from our friends, and there was no regularity
about communication with the rest of the world.
California was a world for itself, and, all things
considered, a pretty tough world at that, where
evervthing, except humn life, was high, where a
man had to have his wits about him every min-
ate and be prepared to fight for his rights.”

Tu prove the fact that everything was high it
2us shown by old memorandum books that when
the roads to Sacramento City were poor prices
advanced In a fabulous degree. Flour sold at $1
a pound, molasses and vinegar brought §2 a
bottle—and a small bot*le at that—potatues were
quoted at $1 50 a pound #nd other provisions in
proportion, An Ames ghovel was worth £106 and
a good pair of heavy boots were worth from
£40 to $00,

“The chief article of food,” sald the story-
teller, “in those days was the Chilian bean, and
such was its value that in times of scarcity huge
nuggets of gold were given [n exchange for a
bag of heaus,"

The following Dill of fare fraom a primitive hotel
In a mining settlement will give an idea of the
cost of living:
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, TELDORADO HOTEL,
| Hangtown, Janus
| M. BLSTNER. .
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Ox-Tall (short)......
HROAB

Beel, will, prime cut...,.. STy L1
Beal, B HONE. .. o2 A EEE 1o

| Beeel, o ln mode (plaind, ... .. |

| Bewf, with one poluto (falr siz =

| Beef, tame, from Arkansas ..., 150

"HGETARLES

11 ved b s, plain....... S T

l Praked Tn greased, . 1

| Twa potittoes (medinm =iz ]

| Twno potatoes, e IR e ek o v i

| ENTREES,
Bauerkrinl «iiviarsinerses . Hid
Tieon, fried 105
Thicon, stull 1
Hash, low gradi h
Hash, 18 carals, i ]

|I AM?

| Cadfish balls, per pair ey £

L\ ely, Toasb...... 1is

| Grizely, fried. o i)

| Jackasa rabbit, wholo... oo e 1 0 |

| PASTHY, |

| Hi udding, plalti......... Fil |
it with me . Tir !

| Rice, with brandy pesehes., (o)

| Bijuare mexl with desiort.,, (%) |

Pavible inoal e,
! Gold senlia on the end of the bar !
This restpurant wans in a placer where the

first haneine in the Biate had taken place,

Books and papers were al a premium, Ther
were u few Bilijes thit had been brought by way
of “the Horn,” but that was all, It hecame
known that a “Farmer's Almanac™ had been

paclked with somic stufl which arrived in camp, |
and it wasg qulckly hought ot a ridiculously high
price, He who became the possessar wrote later:

I read the almanae through and throvsh, for-
ward and backward, s.deways and upside down,
and by spring had acquired such a knowledge

THE ALASKAN NATIVES.

A RACE NEITHER INDIANS NOR EsSqQUI-
MAUS, BUT MONGOLTANS.

CHRISTIANIZATION

THEIR CIVILIZATION AND
BY MISSIONB-SOME OF THEIR
PECULIARITIES,

White people going into Alaska are Ind lined to
regard the aborizinal Inhabitants as a branch of
the great race of American Indians; yel to the
anthropologist they are an alsolute and distinct
race, nat having a drop of the blood of the
American race in their velns, unless it has come
from cross-breoding with the red Indians fur-

ther south,

The Inhabitants of Southeastern Alaska and
the adjacent Brittsh possaessions are purely Aon-
gollan, and without doubt come from Japenese
origin. How they came to be in America g a
guestion that il probahly never h~ sati=fac-
torily answered, These people rest mble the Jap-
anese more than they do any other nation of
people on the face of the globe, both in physiog-
nomy, traits of character, bulld and other feat-
ures. Their crude manufactures, carvings In
wood and walrus Ivory have a decidedly Maon-
golian character a® hent.  These people ar
found along the coast and to quite an extent in-
tand from south of Sitka Lo north of the Yukon,
where they become a mixed race, having to a

LUSTRATED SUPPLEMENT.
widaw out of doors at once and rob her of every
plece of money, clothing and other property,
even to the rings on her fingers and In her ears
and the bracelets on her arms, They would not
even leave her a single blanket, not a piece of
dried salmon, which is their bread and meal,
but would strip her of everything, even to the
clothing on her person, leaving her standing in
the street of thelr village as nude as the Venus
de Medici. When the wife died her relatives
would treat the surviving husband in the same
way, and in both cases the robbed would have
to beein life over in some way. With the woman
it was usually by finding another husband, and
with the man by finding another wife. Mr.
Warne, however, has sueceeded in breaking up
this practice to a great degree, and few cases
row happen.

The Chilkats reckon thelr wealth in blankets,
and o wealthy man will often accumulate as
many as a thousand blankets. To add to thelr
toek of blankets through life they would under-
o any hardship, In many cases actually starv-
inz themselves to add to their accumulations.

The ordinary food eaten by the Chillkats is
tresh or dried salmon, but when hungry they
will often consume large quantities or lard and
sther fut. A storekeeper In Juneau tells of one
Whle-hodived Chilkat who came Into his store and
purchased a four-quart tin of hog lard and cot-
tomeesd oil enombined, and ate every drop of 1t
hefore leaving the store.
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large extent in the Yukon country milxeld \\i!ll|

the Esquimans, prodacing a race that 8 neithes

Esquintay, Aleut nor Alaskan in the true sense
of the trrms,

These peopls can be scen in thelr complets
purity of bloed at Chitkat, on Poftage Bay,

Lyen Canal, about nincty miles north of Junean

Here are situated the two mis woaf the Pros-
byterian Board of Tone Mis %, known as
| Haines amd Chilkat missions, which ape man-
deed by the Rey. William W, Warne, who s
now In the East, but who will retuen to Chilkat
his full

At Chilkat there are no mized Lbeds, and the
people there, were It not fur their dress and
thelr aborginal 4o, might readily be taken [
low=-caste Japianese, Thev are Hshermen, mostly,

| and pay but Hitle a
| that many of them go to Juneau and wirk in

tention to the mines, exclipt

the mines there as lahorers forday wages

| When the Chilkat Mission was [first estab- |
Hsliod soie si% or seven years ago thes preopile |
I!'I'.<-[ little better than animals, and practized
the most degrading and horritde rites of fetich- |
jam ag their religion.  Thelr habitations were
Httle better than phestys, and often ax high as

wonld live in o hut not more than
with a whole reginuent of dogs
thrown in. the
Ushed, howeyver, they hove learned o build bet-
ter habitations, wany of them learning mechan-
leal trades and following them, and also they
have learned to wear the elothing of civilization,

With the advent of the Christian missions

twenty adilts
fovtl st

ten re,

Hince mission has Leen estab-

of pstropomical seienes that [ could have located | large numbers of the Chilkats have aband ned

a uf the Zodiae blindfolded, stand on my

the sign

|
many of thelr anclent customs,

s

In the ol tin

head and caleulate an eclipse, foretell the eon- .' they were wont to Indulge in the most cruel roh-

daition o
ahead,
baked peanuts and chewlng-gurm crops for the

whole Ume,

f the weather for more than ten years | herleg of the helpless,
and prognosticate the value of popeorn, | were taken by the robbed as a matter of course, | Lig Influenc

as It was the custom and was expected. When- | away he
| ever & man died his relatives would turn his | Scundeau had accused of practising witcheraft

These cases of looting |

(AVLASK A

INDIAN WOMAN,
by Winter & Pond)

One of their greatest delicacies is what s

| Kaown as the salmon berry, a fruit salmon-red in
codor wmid shaped like blackberries. 'This fruit
has o musky and at the same time an unpleas-

ant flavor for white people, but the Chilkats
il thetn the greatest relish, They eat large
quantities of them in an oll the preparation of
which, to say the least, is peculiar.

In making thiz oil the women gather up all the
| salmion heads and bury them underneath the
.l ground, where they leave them for several days,
| ut bl they become very oderiferous and “ripe.”

Then they dig the fish heads up, place them in
an old boat and throw red-hot stones among
theem to try out the oll. After the stones cool

the Chitkat wormen got into the boat and squeeze
tie ol from the fish heads by tramping and
savmping upon them with their bare feet, The
1 1= then dipped ap, amd, being pourdal over the
salimon berries, to the Chilkats—an ap-
poetiving dish which they partake of with great
and evident relish. It is not likely that any of
| the tonderfect Journeving up into the gold dig-
ghrss of the Clondyke will stop at any Chilkat
hotses an the way for a dish of =almon
herries s=cdl in oil,

The Chilknts are rapidly laying arside their old
customs wmd habite, and moay of them are be-
mine Christianizead. Were [t not for the influ-
enee held among thetn by a race of high-caste
fakirs, Jdervishes, properly  speaking,
[ witeh une generation would see them
-'lh--F'--'-l;:hl_\- civilized. Mot of the murders com-
mitted nowadays are directly traced to the in-

tnkes

|
f

ar, more

dictors,

| Nuenee of the witch doctors, and particularly to |

e man kpown as Scundeaw, This old scamp
has just served a term In San Quentin Prison,
in California, but so much did Mr. Warne fear
over the people that upon coming

committed geveral old women whom

asvernment police, for fear

to the care of the G
Ight be put out of

that while he was gone they m
the way.

The country around Chilkat Is not, as many
Last winter the aver-

suppose, a cold country.
while In the

age temperature was 18 above zero,
summer Lhe temperature rises to T8 degrees.
Potatoes, turnips, rutabagas, beets and other
hardy vegetables grow there in profusion, but
the summer season is not Jong enough for the
ripening of fruits tomatoes, corn, beans, onlons
and such vegetables, Rye, wheat and buckwheat
will grow and ripen, but oats and other grains
do not do well. There Is plenty of grass and
good hay. As to lee, that |8 never seen in the
inlets and bays on which Halnes Mission,
Juneau and Chilkat are situated, as the warm
Japan current prevents that as well as pre=
venting the severe winters.

The steamers which land passengers for the
Clondyke do so within sight of the Presbyterian
missions at Haines and Chilkat, and many miners
going and coming stop at the mission-houses.
Mr. Warne belleves that the future great city
of Alaska must be situated at Chilkat, which is
at the head of Portage Bay, where the land
journey through Chilkat Pass, the route of the
future to the gold fields, begins. Next summer
there will unquestionably be a wagon road con-
structed through this pass to the gold diggings,
five hundred miles distant. This can be kept
open most of the year, while the Yukon River is
choked with lce and frozen solid. The trip
through the Chilkat Pass, which s an all-land
route, is much safer than the one by the way
of Dyea, through the Chilkat Pass, although &
little longer. It has been made from the mis-
glons to the gold diggings by men op foot in
summer in fourteen days.

The Influence the rush to the gold fields will
have upon the aboriginal inhabitants at Chil-
kat and other places is not hard to foretell. The
men are neither lazy nor shiftless like the
Indians, but quick witted, Intelligent and quick

to learn and imitate the whites. They will lay
aside their savage life, and in the future this
henism and

race will emerge from its heat
perhaps become A thrifty, industrious, law-
abiding race of people. In fact, every indica-
tion at present points to that ultimate result,
as many of them are already possessed of con-
slderable wealth, rua sawmills, are lumbermen
and are working in the mines. Particularly are
those who have been brought under the influ-
ence of the Christian missions thrifty and
rapidly accumulating wealth. In the near
future the United States Government will be
called upon to deal with the question as to
whether these people shall be citizens or nok
They are not Orientals, though unquestionably
of Mongolian origin. They are not Esquimaus,
neither are they Indians. They are not white,
neither are they black. They are to the sofl
native, but do not belong to the proscribed
races to whom citizenship is denled. Many of
them own and occupy property which, when
the country is organized, will be taxed. The
Government will be asked to fix their status, no

doubt, in the near future.
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GOLD FINDS ALL THE TIME.
FOR MINING MACHINERY
STANTLY EVIDENCE-
“The Alaska mining boom,” sald a dealer In
engines, bollers and machinery, "has recelved
such liberal advertising that people in all parts
of the country have cuntracted the gold fever;
but only a few of the enthusiasts know that
gold ‘finds’ are reported every few months, and
that expeditions to new gold fields leave New=
York several times a year. About a yeir ago
a little vessel, much like a pilot boat, salled
from Brooklyn with men and machinery for &
gold field on an island near Cape Horn. We put
aboard a boller, a centrifugal pump, hoisting
machinery, rubber hose and eighteen quick-
firing rifles. The leader of the expedition had
samples of gold which he had taken from the
sand on the borders of the island, where he
hoped to find much more. The rich sand, ace-
cording to his story, was always submerged,
and had to be scouped from the water and then

CUSTOMERS CON=

IN

| washed.
| eput we have gold-mining customers whose
| find is nearer than the Horn,  About six months
agy two men came to our r\|ﬂ.l:\:. whose appear=
ance indicated that they had been roughing it
[ for a long time. They looked about and whis-
pered, and finally one of them sald that they
| wers looking for an engine and a pump, He
hesitited when we asked about his business, but
conguered his timidity and said: "Well, to be
square with you, wo've struck gold and struck
it rieh, and must have machinery to help us
along, Then he showed a number of samples
|rn1’ gold In dust and ore with the Assay Office’s
|vr-rln':---.1r.=* of their worth, The men paid for
| the machinery and it was forwarded to thele
i place in North Carolina, where they are now at
i work, with how much suecess no one Knows,
“These are only a few of the instances that
have come under our obgservation in a year, but
| they demonstrate the fact that there are guld
| miners at work outside the districts which are
known as the gold regions.”

FIREPROOF
From Answurs.

A doctor residing In the East Bnd of London
has (scovered a solution which renders clothing
absolutely fireproof, “By thiz dizcovery,” he
says, “the appalling loss of liein Lalines by be-
ing burned will be minimized.”

The formula represents o prescription consist
ing of 5 per cent alum and 5 per cent phosphate

BARILLS,

.'

pl
of ammonia, which rendera the substance abso-
lutely non-inflammable.  All that I8 necessary is
| to gteep the clothing In this =olution, and the
tissucs so treated will resist the flames




